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In North American society, it is impossible to forget 
that Christmas is coming from November onwards. Co-
loured lights decorate town centres and shops, along 
with shiny decorations, and artiýcial snow painted 
on shop windows. In these days of global warming, 
this faux weather may assume an important role as 
a reminder of things as they used to be at this time 
of the year in Canada! In streets and shops, real or 
plastic Christmas trees will also be decorated with 
lights and Christmas ornaments. Shopping centres 
become busier and stay open till late. The playing 
of Christmas music in the malls seems to begin the 
day after Halloweôen, traditional songs mingling with 
contemporary ócarolsô sung by St. Bing of Crosby, St. 
Andrew Williams, Ste. Anne Murray of the Eastern Star, 
not to mention the Christmas beasts, Rudolf, Dasher, 
Blitzen & Co., with the Chipmunks in happy chorus! 
By mid-December, most homes will also be decorated 
with Christmas trees, coloured lights and paper or 
plastic decorations around the rooms. These days, 
most of us decorate garden trees or exterior house 
walls with coloured electric lights; my own street, 
for instance, has been looking quite festive since the 
middle of November. No doubt, it will continue to glow 
until the end of February. In purely secular terms, this 
enlivening may serve to cheer us through a long and 
often bleak Winter. 

But what has all this to do with Christmas 
as a Christian festival?

Christmas only became a prominent church festival long 
after the birth of Jesus, perhaps as late as the 4th century. 
In the West, December 25th was kept as the day of the 
celebration of the incarnation of Christ, but in the East it 
was January 6th. It seems likely that these dates were 
chosen as a reaction by Christians to pagan festivals held 
on these days, the days of the winter solstice. East and 
West are now in line, celebrating the birth on December 
25th and the Epiphany on January 6th. The removal of 
Advent austerity enriches the Christmas liturgy. As with our 
brightly-lit parish homes, the church is decorated festively, 
the hangings return and are bright gold to celebrate the 
birth of the King. A Christmas crib in some form is always a 
central part of the decorations. It is thought that St Francis 
made the ýrst crib. He tethered an ox and an ass by a rocky 
cave in recognition of the nature of the stable in Bethlehem 
and used real people for the characters. Perhaps this is the 
origin of the tradition of animals in the stable for there is 
no mention of them in the biblical narrative.

Between Christmas and the First Sunday following, three 
important Greater Holy Days occur. December 26th is the 
Feast of St Stephen, the ýrst Christian martyr. This day, 
in our time, is of course commonly known as Boxing Day. 
In a curious contradiction, Boxing Day has become one of 
the great Festivals of Self-indulgence, a huge commercial 
observance when we line up six deep and trample our fellow 
shoppers to get at the best bargains. The contradiction lies 
in the fact that the name itself goes back to medieval times 
when alms boxes were placed in every church to collect alms 
for the poor. The boxes were opened on Boxing Day to be 
distributed to the least fortunate in the community.

December 27th is the Feast of St John the Evangelist and 
December 28th is the commemoration of the massacre of 
The Holy Innocents by King Herod. Nowadays, when we 
seem to read of fresh genocides all too regularly, often in 
the name of religion, we would do well to reþect on the 
biblical readings for these days. There is so much more to 
the story of Christôs birth than the readings at the Christ-
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The Nativity, 2007 : after Lorenzo Lotto, 1523

For All the Saints

Those of us who have been fortu-
nate to travel in the biggest prov-
ince in the second-largest country in 
the world, have religious education 
thrown in for good measure. Who 
for instance, was St. T®lesphore, or 
his neighbours, St. Zotique and St. 
Polycarpe, whose names we pass 
on any trip to Cornwall ?

Quebec, distinct 
in so many ways, 
certa in ly  cor-
nered the market 
in towns named 

after saints. They are found from 
St. Eugene-de-Chazel in the Abitibi 
to St. Godefroi in the Gasp® ï the 
map is dotted with ýve hundred 
and seventy-eight of them, glori-
ous (as saints should always be) in 
their diversity. However, the gender 
distribution is one-sided, with four 
hundred and ýfty-ýve male saints 
dominant over the one hundred and 
twenty-two female saints, plus one 
town named after all the Canadian 
saints ï just to be on the safe side? 
There is a temptation to assign 
heavenly duties to some of them. 
Perhaps St. T®lesphore looks after 
communication, St. M®thode runs 
the heavenly computers, St. Ours 
looks after the eternal zoo, and who 
else but Ste-Marie-Salome would 
handle the aerobics classes?

When the Loyalists came into the 
Townships to farm (and inform of 
American invasions), they gave 
British names to their new vil-
lages. Over time they migrated 
to the cities, selling their farms 
to francophones, who added the 
names of available saints, giving 
us a rich landscape of scores of 
saintly towns, only a few of which 
are St. Alphonse-de-Dudswell, St. 
Ephrem-de-Tring, St. Remi-de-
Tingwick, St. Gr®goire-de-Green-
play ï and to take the jack-pot, 
the one and only St. Jacques-le-
Majeur-de-Wolfstown.

Asked for a favourite, my 
choice saintly town has to 
be Ste. £m®lie-de-lô£nergie! 
She must surely have run the 
Womenôs Guild in her earthly 
life?
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Downsizing Christmas

Effective immediately, the following economizing measures are be-
ing implemented in the ñTwelve Days of Christmas Inc.ò subsidiary. 

The partridge will be retained, but the pear tree, which never produced the 
cash crop forecast, will be replaced by a plastic hanging plant, providing con-
siderable savings in maintenance. 

Two turtle doves represent a redundancy that is simply not cost effective. In 
addition, their romance during working hours could not be condoned. The posi-
tions are, therefore, eliminated. 

The three French hens will remain intact. After all, everyone loves the 
French. 

The four calling birds will be replaced by an automated voice mail system, 
with a call waiting option. An analysis is underway to determine who the birds 
have been calling, how often and how long they talked. 

The ýve gold rings have been put on hold by the Board of Directors. Maintain-
ing a portfolio based on one commodity could have negative implications for 
institutional investors. Diversiýcation into other precious metals, as well as a 
mix of T-Bills and high technology stocks, appear to be in order. 

The six geese-a-laying constitutes a luxury which we can no longer afford. It 
has long been felt that the production rate of one egg per goose per day was an 
example of the general decline in productivity. Three geese will be let go, and 
an upgrading in the selection procedure by personnel will assure management 
that, from now on, every goose it gets will be a good one. 

The seven swans-a-swimming is obviously a number chosen in better times. 
The function is primarily decorative. Mechanical swans are on order. The cur-
rent swans will be retrained to learn some new strokes, thereby enhancing their 
out-placement. 

As you may know, the eight maids-a-milking concept has been under heavy 
scrutiny by the CSST. A male/female balance in the workforce is being sought. 
Moreover, the more militant maids consider this a dead-end job with no upward 
mobility. Automation of the process may permit the maids to try a-mending, 
a-mentoring or a-mulching. 

Nine ladies dancing has always been an odd number. This function will be 
phased out as these individuals grow older and can no longer do the steps. 

Ten Lords-a-leaping is overkill. The high cost of Lords, plus the expense of 
international air travel, prompted the Compensation Committee to suggest re-
placing this group with ten out-of-work Senators. While leaping ability may be 
somewhat sacriýced, the savings are signiýcant as we expect an oversupply of 
unemployed Senators this year. 

Eleven pipers piping and twelve drummers drumming is a simple case 
of the band getting too big. On the recommendation of the Social Committee, 
substitution with a string quartet, a cutback on new music, and no uniforms, 
will produce savings which will drop right to the bottom line. 

Overall we can expect a substantial reduction in assorted people, fowl, animals 
and related expenses. Though incomplete, studies indicate that stretching de-
liveries over twelve days is inefýcient. If we can drop-ship in one day, service 
levels will be improved. (Regarding the lawsuit ýled by the attorneyôs association seeking expansion to 
include the legal profession - thirteen lawyers-a-suing -, a decision is pending.) 

Deeper cuts may be necessary in the future to remain competitive. Should that 
happen, the Board will request management to scrutinize the Snow White Divi-
sion to see if seven dwarfs do not constitute overstafýng to an unacceptable 
degree - even in an equal opportunity business environment. 

The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
has not been subject to the above economies and will take place next 

Sunday, December 16th, at 10.00 a.m.
Come and hear the Christmas story! 




