Brighten up your demeanor! Get a faith lift!

WHAT IS YOUR OUTLOOK?

The way we look at our own lives, the life of our church, our family,
our place of employment, or indeed the world in general will deter-
mine who we are and what we do. Different people have their own
views on these areas of life. For instance many in our own day say
that all that matters is what is happening to me today. The past is
unimportant and who cares about the future? Does this remind
you of the expression of a few years ago 0The Now Generation?0
Others say that everything that is important is from the past, and
everything should remain as it was. This is particularly true in
church circles. Nothing must change fiwe must use old hymns,
old language, etc. Still, others feel that only the future is important.
For such people the past is irrelevant, the present may be tough,
but everything is going to be fine in the future. | wonder if anyone
reading this article can identify with any of these three views?

| believe that the Christian outlook on life includes looking back to
see what God has done, looking at the present to see what God is
doing, and looking forward to all that God has promised to those
who believe! Let us look at these three areas for a minute.

What about the past? All that God has done in the past makes the
believer what he is today. He created everything including each
one of us. Genesis, chapter one and Psalm 139:14 speaks of God
creating us individually and uniquely. The Psalmist says we are
fearfully and wonderfully made! God promised to send a redeemer
to deal with our rebellion against the One who made us. He prom-
ised this and prophesied it in Isaiah 53:6: 0We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way: and the Lord
has laid on him (Christ) the iniquity of us all.6 The apostle Paul in
Romans 4:25 0He (Christ) was delivered over to death for our sins
and was raised to life for our justification.6  Just think, God did all
this for us in the past. He gave His Son to die for our sins, and
raised Him from the dead, that through faith we might be in a right
relationship with God!

Now what about the present? What is God doing for us day by day?
Everyday we live is a gift of God. Psalm 31:15 puts it this way oMy
times are in your hands!d He calls us to faith through the work of
His Holy Spirit. He reveals Christ to us, and has given us His Word,
the Bible to feed our hungry souls. He has given us His church for
worship, fellowship and teaching. He calls us to reach out into the
world, and spread the good news of who Jesus is and what He has
done. The very last words that Jesus uttered before His ascension
back to heaven were these 0All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go and make the disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | will be with you always, to the very

end of the age.d All this God is doing in the present!
(Continued overleaf)

Vestry ALERT! Vestry ALERT!
Sunday, February 11th, 11.30 a.m.

Sunday, February 25th, 10.00 a.m.
The KENYA GIRLS

Man is born broken. He lives by mending. The grace of God is glue.

Y

Christmas in many lands

During the afternoon of Chrismas Eve, the children of the
Church School presented their Pageant celebrating the styles
of Christmas in several different countries. The pageant was
the result of much patient work on the part Angela Deslauriers
and Carole Glencross, aided and abetted in many impor-
tant ways by Barbara MacPherson, Brenda Richard, Lilly
Vonniessen, Mary-Ellen De Castris, Karen Oshorne, Rob and
Lenore Smith, Danny Deslauriers, Martha Romberg, Anthony
Lowther and, of course, the parents who made sure their chil-
dren, the real istarsi in all of this, were present for rehearsal.
A good-sized congregation attended this Family Communion
and greatly appreciated the childrenis presentation.

Sadly this Christmas passes away, so let us
give thanks today, as we prepare for the year

anew, with faith and hope to see it through.
S. Wright

Eugene OiNeill, The Great God Brown






