


We all remember the Survey which was
conducted last year, a main topic of which
was the blessing of same sex unions. A
few of the congregation attended a civil
debate in November during which Canon
Glencross and Archdeacon Peter Hannen
presented two opposing views on the
topic. One of those present was Brent
Cowan, author and compiler of the Sur-
vey. The following article is the first of two
in which Brent will outline his thoughts on
the relationship of the sexes.

Male and Female Created
He Them

| have struggled with the issue of the
church’s blessing of same sex marriages.
In this and one subsequent article, | would
like to share with you the results of my
struggle.

On the one hand | respect as given the
fact that gay and lesbian couples can
enter into committed, loving relation-
ships in which sexual relations play an
important role. On the other hand, | also
accept as given that a complete human
being is the union of a man and a woman.
To think otherwise is to believe that the
human species is comprised of two
sexes solely for the biological imperative
of procreation. Biblically, this latter sup-
position is nonsense, for it is only after
Adam and Eve are banished from the
Garden of Eden that procreation becomes
a consideration.

Now, whether one believes in a strict
interpretation of Genesis or not, the sym-
bolism is valid. Eve’s first purpose was to
complement and complete Adam. Adam
without Eve was an incomplete project.
The kids came later after the very human
shortcomings of Adam and Eve forced
them out into the world. In my mind,
Eden is that near-perfect place where a
man and a woman together become one
human being. It is a physical space; it is
a spiritual place. | believe marriage is the
celebration of the hope that a new human
being is being completed from two.

Because of our human shortcomings,
which we continue to have in common
with Adam and Eve, we cannot but touch
the true oneness of the complete human
being. To think that two of the same sex
can approach this identical oneness is
to assume that Eve has nothing unique
to her sex with which to complete Adam
and that Adam has nothing unique to his
with which to complete Eve. Personally |
reject this thinking.

Now, | may be out of my depth here, but
it seems to me that our Church does not
offer a marriage rite to recognize and
bless two people in a committed material
partnership. Rather a church marriage
ceremony is an acknowledgement of a
great spiritual event — the beginning of
the creation of a complete human being.
Yes, | recognize that the hope of marriage
| express here often falls short of the
mark. That doesn’t make it any less sig-
nificant or allow its nature as a temporal
and material partnership to overshadow
its spiritual essence.

So what might the role of sexuality play
in this? In my mind human sexuality is
the physical expression of the human
need to find oneness with another - to
merge physically and spiritually. Often,
because we are imperfect, the physical
pleasure of sex overrides the possible
spiritual content. In our base quest for
pleasure we often debase our spiritual-
ity. Of course this applies not just to our
sexuality but to all our experiences in life.
The central Christian message is that this
characteristic of humanity is known and
understood by God, - perhaps regret-
fully but understood nonetheless and, if
sought of God, it is forgiven.

| personally accept the view Reverend
Hannen offered, when he came here two
months ago, that biblical condemnation
of homosexual relations should be
interpreted as condemnation off
sexual acts, any sexual acts, that]
are performed purely for selfish
and immoral pleasure. The specific
language found in the bible is con-
structed with the contextual tools
understood and shared by people
living in that society in that time,
Extending ideas forward thousand
of years and generalizing them fo
all societies requires interpretation.

Sound interpretations will be based on
the extraction of fundamental universal
principles from the stories in the Bible.

So in my journey, | have come to see
sexuality as | have outlined it above.
It is a yearning for and celebration of
completion of the soul that is captured
and isolated within the body. And the soul
is completed by the union of a man and
a woman. That is the ideal. It is well un-
derstood that the ideal is forever elusive
which is both the tragedy and the hope
of human kind. It is tragic because it will
never be fully realized except, perhaps,
after death. It is hope because one can
always strive to catch a glimpse, to per-
haps touch it if ever so fleetingly.

So what of people who are sexually at-
tracted to others of the same sex? Are
they seeking to merge in oneness in the
same sense as heterosexual couples? |
presume the answer to the latter question
is “Yes”. In the highest form, sex between
two of the same sex is, | believe, the ex-
pression of an identical yearning. In the
lowest form it is the same expression of
an identical lust. And the range between
the two is likely identical amongst both
heterosexual and homosexual couples.
But homosexual union can only be identi-
cal to heterosexual union if, as | reasoned
earlier, one believes that woman brings
nothing unique to man and man brings
nothing unique to woman.

| have no doubt that many homosexual
couples will vehemently disagree with
my reasoning. | am sure there are many
homosexuals who feel they are on an
identical quest for union of the soul as
am |. But they cannot know as | cannot
know. In the end, only God knows. But we
do have the power of reason. And | have
given you mine.

In the next MESSENGER, | will outline
how | think our Church might go about
recognizing same-sex unions without
implying their identity with marriage.
Brent Cowan, Rector’s Warden




Shortfalls and Stratagems (continued)

Lest we lose the knack of completing those
questionnaire boxes, as an exercise, try to
fill in your best guess answer to the ques-
tions which follow.

For a start, since few parishioners, if any,
attend both Sunday Services and, even if
they did, there are many parishioners who
only occasionally attend either, how many
families are actually on the parish list?

How many individuals in total does that
represent?

What is the average attendance each Sun-
day (combining both Services), Easter and
Christmas included?

What is the average amount of per annum
giving by family unit?

What is the total of other income, i.e. rent-
als, bazaars, rummage sales, etc.?

They say numbers don't lie but is it likely
that St. J. the B. will sustain a deficit this
year or next?

Finally, taking into account the above es-
timates, how many additional family units
do we need to attract to make St. J. the B.
financially viable?

The above mini-questionnaire may leave
the impression that meeting the require-
ments of a balanced budget is the principal
challenge we face. However, a financial
deficit is really just a reflection of the cur-
rent changing status of the parish. For
example, one dramatic finding of last year’s
Survey was that almost 70% of those
responding were over sixty years old, a
not very encouraging demographic as we
contemplate any future direction.

Salvation

For those who recall our Remembrance Day service, we sang John
Newton’s hymn Amazing Grace with the well-known melody that
has sounded far too often in Afghanistan.

But it is the life story of John Newton that shows
us how his use of the words “a wretch like me”
shows honesty found only in private confession,
after a life that took him from cruel exploitation to
one where he could finally accept salvation.

By the age of eighteen, he had attained the rank
of captain of a slave-ship. The British Navy hunted
slave-ships; he was captured and pressed into service. He tried to
desert but was re-taken and received a public flogging of ninety-
six lashes, yet on discharge he again immersed himself in the slave
trade. Seafaring life in those days was dangerous in itself. Despite
storms and tropical fever, he continued for eleven years more as a
captain on slave-ships. Finally ashore, he continued investing his
savings in this inhuman and cruel practice.

Even after such a wasted life,
he believed himself able to be
redeemed, and with temerity,
asked four Protestant churches
to ordain him. Only one, namely
the Anglican Church would accept
him; he became a priestin 1764 at §
age thirty-nine. John Newton died
forty-three years later in 1807.

The slave trade continued for an-
other twenty-six years before
William Wilberforce, an Angli-
can, managed to obtain Royal
assent to an “Act to Abolish
Slavery” throughout the British
Empire, which included Canada as
a Dominion.

Mark Levesley

he corollary to this, of course, is that we are not attracting — or keeping -

younger people. The Survey showed that those in the sixteen to fifty-nine year
old age bracket accounted for about 25% of parish membership. Of that number,
more than 20% were over thirty! Evidently, as if we needed proof, religion does
not rate a high priority for younger people. Perhaps this is misleading since some
congregations do seem to flourish and are able to interest younger parishioners.
(Locally, those who read the West Island section of The Gazette will have noted
that Briarwood Presbyterian Church - official roll 300 - is having to cope with
overcrowding at its single Sunday Service.)

M any of the causes which galvanize youth could be categorized as altruistic
and display evidence of concern for others beyond the realm of pure self-
interest. Could this stem from an inborn spiritual motivation, albeit one which
is not particularly overt, understood or publicly confessed? If so, then younger
people are not necessarily uninterested in what religion has to offer, but rather,
largely turned off by the dogma of established religious practice, at least as they
perceive its relevance in their lives. To put it another way, and to add a different
dimension to the financial conundrum posed above, let’s turn the inverse of the
question back on ourselves.

VVhat percentage of our congregation would continue to attend Saint John
the Bapitist if its practices began to change appreciably from those forms of
worship with which we have grown familiar? Answer in the last box above.

David L. Paterson, Editor

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me;

| once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, | see.

T’was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.

How precious did that Grace appear
The hour | first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
We have already come.

T’'was Grace that brought us safe thus far,
And Grace will lead us home.

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

When we’ve been here ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun;

We’ve no less days to sing God'’s praise
Than when we’ve first begun.





