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Why not, indeed!
At the annual synod meeting in Octo-
ber, members of the Anglican Church 
in Montreal voted by a majority to 
support a motion that ówould allow its 
parishes to bless same-sex marriages.ô 
The Reverend Canon Paul Jennings, 
who tabled the motion said, ñWhile 
some parts of the Canadian church 
are not ready, it may be that we are, 
in some churches in Montreal. We are 
asking you to vote with your hearts.ò

ñNo church can bless what God has 
said is not blessed,ò Rev. Canon Bruce 
Glencross said. ñIf they do, the church 
is in error against God himself.ò

While one young priest who voted 
against the motion said, ñIôm not con-
vinced yet; I need more time,ò others 
said now is the time to discuss the is-
sue. ñWill it tear the church apart? It 
already has. Weôre fooling ourselves if 
we think otherwise,ò Jennings said.

When asked whether he was concerned 
that this would create controversy 
within the Anglican Church of Canada, 
Bishop Barry Clarke, who will weigh the 
decision prior to its adoption ï or not 
ï was unfazed.

ñHey, why not?ò he said.*

The quip may be condemned as capri-
cious and irresponsible, depending on 
oneôs point of view. Is Bishop Barry 
opening the can of worms wider or, as 
the leader of a divided congregation, 
merely being sensibly pragmatic, even 

forward-looking. The idea that we can-
not debate certain tenets of our faith in 
light of current changes in society is as 
likely to be as divisive for churchgoers 
as the softening of attitudes towards  
divorce, cohabitation and, in this in-
stance, homosexuality.

ñNo one who thinks responsibly could 
be content with saying that the world 
religions can continue to exist just as 
they are. 

There is always need for reform 
and critical self-examination, and 
that must take place if religions 
are to be a positive force for hu-
man good.

In the globalised world of this century. 
religions need to make sure that they 
are open and responsive to the things 
that make for true reverence for the 
Supreme Good and for true human ful-
ýlment. They need to take account of 
the moral and scientiýc advances that 
have taken place in the world since the 
sixteenth century. Religions that take 
this step will be self-critical, recog-
nising  the uncertainly of all human 
knowledge and accepting that criticism 
is the most secure path to truth. 

This does not mean that they must give 
up their central distinctive doctrines; 
there will always be diverse religious 
beliefs, and of course believers will 
have a firm commitment to their 
centrally revealed or authoritatively 
deýned truths.

But even ýrm practical commitment 
can be allied with humility, with an 
admission that there are many things 
one does not know and many things 
that are incompletely understood. 
Self-criticism is openness to learn from 
others, not a practical hesitancy about 
oneôs own deepest commitments.

The best way of ensuring that religion 
is a force for good is for people of good 
will and intellectual wisdom to play 
their part in supporting and shaping 
it ï if, that is, they have initial sym-
pathy with some particular form of its 
basic presumption that there exists a 
supreme objective reality and value 
in conscious relation to which humans 
can ýnd fulýlment.ò **

It sounds silly even to say it, but we 
often act and think as though Godôs 
presence as a force in our lives de-
pends on how well óeventsô ýt into our 
notions of what is right and what is 
wrong. Keith Wardôs ñneed for reform 
and critical self-examinationò suggests 
that our beliefs should reþect changes 
in the world and its social conditions at 
any given time or era. 

If Christianity is to be a truly ñpositive 
force for human goodò in the world, 
a religion that is open and welcom-
ing to all, then it must, in good faith, 
accept the possibility that what was 
written down as scripture is open to 
examination in the context of the here 
and now. There is no lack of dissent 
among Anglicans at the present time 
but to fall back on dogma is unlikely to 
be a fruitful solution even in the short 
term. Whether in the ýrst century A.D., 
the sixteenth or the twenty-ýrst, the 
written Word has always encompassed 
more than its literal sense. Failing to 
make room for metaphor or historical 
circumstances, can only lead to further 
uncertainty and division.

David L. Paterson, Editor
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Christmas Bazaar    
The Christmas Bazaar will 
be held on 
Saturday, November 17th 
from 9.30 a.m. ï 2.00 p.m.

With a joyful spirit, come 
and buy those special gifts 
and Christmas decorations, 
enjoy coffee and cake or a light lunch 
with friends. All welcome!

Santaôs helpers are subordinate 
clauses.




