
MESSENGER
THE CHURCH OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST
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Genesis of a Theory 
evolves into a Museum

David Johansen / Adapted from an article written by John Ibbitson 
in the Globe and Mail on May 28th., 2007

Avina Malkeinu, Chaneinu Va-Aneinu
Our Father, Our King, Be Merciful To Us
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It was something of a surprise 
one Sunday in September to listen 
to a Rabbi preach in St. J. the B. 
Although I obviously missed the 
announcement of this unusual 
change in our regular routine, I 
am certainly not going to complain 
ï all references to the signiýcance 
of Yom Kippur aside!

Rabbi Percy John-
son is the Spiritual 
Leader of a Messianic 
Congregation here 
in Montreal. Part of 
the Chosen People 
Ministries which was-
founded in Dallas, 

Texas, the movement departs from 
conventional Jewish belief by ac-
cepting that the Messiah, Yeshua 
(Jesus), has come. 

The sight and sound of a min-
ister garbed in prayer shawl 
standing in the pulpit was 
something of a culture shock.

Lorenzo Di Tommaso*, writing in 
The Gazette,  headed his review 
of  Charles Taylorôs book A Secular 
Age with the following paragraph.

Most people would probably 
agree that we live in a secular 
age. It is true that religious 
faith and its more liberally ac-
ceptable cousin, spirituality, 
are currently resurgent around 
the globe. But from the pan-
oramic standpoint of history, 
our age seems to stand in sharp 
contrast to past centuries, 
when belief in God was not so 
much an option as it was the 
only reality.

Times indeed do change. It is an 
odd phenomenon that, living as 
stated ñin a secular ageò, so much 
real apprehension surrounds the 

presence of religious minorities 
in our midst - particularly if they 
happen to be visible. So it is, for 
example, with the inþux of Hasidic 
Jews in St-Jerome, not a recent 
event but one which has become 
a touchstone for intolerance, high-
lighting the anger and resentment 
which have supplanted receptivity, 
not only in the Laurentians but in 
many other communities through-
out Quebec. 

ñThe last shot they directed at us, 
was they set themselves up next to 
the baseball ýeld and asked us to 
shut off the lights when they pray 
on Saturday evenings,ò said one 
resident of Val Morin. 

This is a situation comparable to 
asking for window blinds on the 
Park Avenue Y.M.C.A. Are we as 
Christians expected to turn the 
other cheek or is it too difýcult 
not to concede that the man in Val 
Morin has a point? 

As long as cultural and racial dif-
ferences do not directly affect us, it 
is easy to feel that we are, indeed, 
open to diversity in our society. 
Canada, after all, has that reputa-
tion on the international scene. 
But I wonder how many others 
that Sunday morning felt a jolt 
of discomfort to be referred to as 
ñgentilesò ï and that, in our own 
pews, so to speak. 

Gentiles is a word which is familiar 
to all of us. It is used often in the 
New Testament where, as part of 
scripture, we are happy to accept 
its meaning as that majority of hu-
mankind who do not belong to the 
Jewish faith. Yet somehow its direct 
use in our church touched on the 
notion of exclusion, of one type of 
believer set apart from another, of 

them and us ï and on that Sunday 
morning, we were the ñthemò! The 
apparent contradiction in the use of 
the term was all the more bizarre 
given that we were listening to a 
Jew who believed in Christ ï or, 
more speciýcally, Jesus. (Whether 
this was a valid distinction in Rabbi 
Johnsonôs case was uncertain.) 

At any rate, his presence among 
us in these days when ñreasonable 
accommodationò has grabbed the 
public conscience, was, nonethe-
less, a ýtting innovation. 

In a touching postscript the fol-
lowing Sunday, we witnessed a 
christening where the principal 
participants were French-speak-
ing. In our predominantly anglo-
phone congregation, this would 
have served to place the event 
outside our normal Sunday morn-
ing experience. However, beyond 
the language distinction, several 
members of the family, including 
the babyôs mother, were deaf so 
the baptismal service relied largely 
on sign language. While familiar 
with the use of ósigningô, to see it 
used as a means of communication 
between one language group and 
another was unusual ï and quite 
uplifting ï particularly when one 
considered the signiýcance of the 
occasion. 

In some ways, these two Sundays 
had much in common. Both were 
a break from our norm and both 
made some demands of us be-
yond just ñgetting to the church 
on timeò!  

David L. Paterson, Editor

Religious belief can lead to to a 
sense of lifeôs fullness: it points 
to the existence of a transcen-
dent reality, according to which 
we can make sense of our own 
lives, thereby imparting to 
them a sense of participation 
and high destiny.

Charles Taylor, McGill University, Montreal

Bon mots

If you havenôt heard the good 
news about the man who fell into 
an upholstery machine, you will 
be pleased to know that he is fully 
recovered!

Police were called to a day care 
where a three-year-old was resist-
ing a rest.

Time þies like an arrow; fruit þies 
like a banana.

A boiled egg is hard to beat.

It is well-known that a plateau is a 
high form of þattery.

Spaghetti Supper

Talent Auction

Our annual Talent Auction will 
follow the spaghetti supper on 
Friday, 26th October. Slurp off 
is at 6.00 p.m. Bring your wal-
let ï and your appetite! Tickets 
are $10 ($20 per family).

All proceeds for good causes!



Got something you would like to 
say? You can reach óQô at:

marbet@videotron.ca or ad-
dress it to Mark Levesley and 

place it in the MESSENGER box 
by the Bulletin Board.

JESUS . . .
. . . had no servants, yet they 
called Him MASTER.

. . . had no degree, yet they called 
Him TEACHER.

. . . had no medicines, yet they 
called Him HEALER.

. . . had no army, yet kings feared 
Him.

. . . won no military battles, yet He 
conquered the world.

. . . committed no crime, yet they 
cruciýed Him.

. . . was buried in a tomb, yet He 
lives today.

We should feel honoured to serve 
such a LEADER who loves us.

M, in FIVE ALIVE, September 2007

No one would deny that there 
have been religious wars in 

history, Catholics have fought 
protestants, Sunni Muslims 

have fought Shiôa Muslims, and 
Hindus have fought Muslims. 

However, no one who has studied 
history could deny that most wars 
in human history have not been 

religious.

As a Christian, I think it is very 
odd to believe that a God of love 
would send people to hell just for 
not having heard of Jesus, or for 

not having been baptized. At least, 
a God who did such things would 
not be a God of love in any sense 

of the of the word óloveô I can 
understand.

From òis religion dangerous?ó, Keith Ward,

Professor of Divinity, Gresham Collage, London 

LIFE in the 1500õs

JESUS . . .

The fundamentalist Right would 
reject Jesus of Nazareth if he ap-
peared in their churches. I daresay 
they would be as repulsed by him 
as were the literalists and elitists 
of ýrst-century Palestine. He sat 
down to dinner with the same so-
cial outcasts, government bureau-
crats, and transgressors of sexual 
taboos that conservatives revile at 
every opportunity. If he were alive 
today (and some might claim that 
he is), Jesus would be about the 
business of embracing diversity, 
designing programs that heal psy-
cho-social diseases, and relieving 
economic pressures on families 
caused by commercialization and 
systemic debt. What he did then, 
he would do now. Some would wor-
ship him, some would ridicule him 
ð and some would kill him.

Jesus proclaimed an already-pres-
ent, here-and-now Kingdom of God 
in direct opposition to the imperial 
theology that deýned Roman cul-
ture. Most English translations of 
the bible use the phrase ñKingdom 
of Godò for the Greek ñbasileia tou 
theou.ò A more precise translation 
is ñImperial Rule of God.ò Basileia, 
in the Greek-speaking Roman 
empire, was the ofýce and power 
of an absolute monarch, used for 
Roman emperors beginning with 
Augustus. Jesusô alternative vision 
of a world with God in charge was 
not lost on the Romans, and they 
executed him. 

Christians today are bound to 
whichever of these visions was 
incarnated by and in the historical 
Jesus . . . We are called to better 
understand the roots of our tradi-
tion, and challenge the fundamen-
talist view of God as an archetypal 
strict father who cannot be ap-
peased except by the torture and 
blood sacriýce of his son.

Thomas Atwood, 

quoted in the Commonweal Institute Blog

http://www.commonwealinstitute.org

Tradition
Custom invented in the 
nineteenth century.

Clues for Crossword 4

Contributed by the Revd Canon Bruce Glencross, Rector

To be continued in the next MESSENGER

Contributed by Mark Levesley

Philistine
The general  state of 
things.

Government 
A constitutional device for 
the suppression of 
politics.

Intellectual
More or less obscene 
description of those who 
know that they know 
nothing by those who 
believe themselves to 
know enough.

Judgement
The now rejected ability to 
make discriminations.

Rational
The heretical belief that 
thought is more reliable 
than feeling.

A Dictionary for today


